
SETTING FOOT ON NEW GROUND

One Community
Two Campuses

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 9

Outline of plans for a two
campus model school as 
St. Joseph's Echuca moves
into an exciting future!

 

St. Joseph's College Echuca



In early August of this year, with much
excitement, we announced the purchase of
land for the eventual establishment of a second
campus . While it is an ambitious plan, it is
hoped that the new campus, to cater for our
Year 7 to 9 students, might be operational as
early as 2023.  Our existing site at Dickson
Street will be refurbished and become our
Senior Campus (Years 10 to 12).  A reminder of
this launch can be found at:
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=fmJGhhW9P7o&feature=youtu.be
 
This brochure provides some updates on
where this immensely exciting long term
project is at:
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW LAND

New Opportunities

USEFUL LINKS:  

2019 Dickson Street Masterplan

2019 Stratton Road Master Plan

www.sje.vic.edu.au/future-planning

New campus located
on the corner 
of Stratton 

& Mt. Terrick Roads

Current campus located at 
21 Dickson Street Echuca

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fmJGhhW9P7o&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iLLDzOeT4onLEgB5Z4OGkxjj3yRf6SwE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lGqtayNNiVv1IySO4X5aT_837q3h0l5f/view?usp=sharing
http://www.sje.vic.edu.au/future-planning/


IT'S BEEN A MASSIVE
12 MONTHS!

LOOK HOW FAR
WE'VE COME
 

Appointed our Architects, Clarke Hopkins Clarke

Conducted Site Investigations on the proposed
land - (Flood Overlays, Cultural Overlays,
Vegetation Reports, Traffic impacts, Bushfire
Assessments and so forth)

Placed a deposit on 80 acres of land at 66
Stratton Road Echuca. 

Confirmed plans to establish a two campus
model - Junior Campus (Year 7-9) and Senior
Campus (Year 10-12) 

Setting Foot on New Ground Launch - An
Historical Announcement of the purchase of
new land in August 2019.

Conducted a Community Information Session
on Monday August 12

Facilitated Numerous Staff
Consultation/Feedback Sessions

Developed a Master Plan for the Dickson St
Campus

Developed a Master Plan for Stratton Rd/Mt
Terrick Rd Campus

During this time we have:
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Submitted a Town Planning
Application for development of a
second campus.

Developed a First Draft of Schematic
Designs for the 1st stage of the new
campus (Library, administration and
learning spaces)

 

 
 
 
 



Master Plan Endorsed
DICKSON STREET CAMPUS

 
 

2019

Repair and refurbishment works
for Apsley heritage building.
Minor projects and renovations.

DICKSON STREET CAMPUS

2020

PROPOSED TIMELINE
Upcoming Strategies

Minor projects and renovations
In 2022, students who completed
Grade 4 in 2019 are projected to
be at Dickson Street campus for
one year. 

DICKSON STREET CAMPUS

2021 - 2022

Master Plan Endorsed
Town Planning Application

STRATTON ROAD CAMPUS:

 

2019

Town Planning Permit
Schematic Design of Learning
Spaces and Administration
Building
Detailed Architectural Design
Plans

STRATTON ROAD CAMPUS

2020

Stage 1
Construction Administration of

Learning Community
Car park, 
Central Plaza
Cross Avenues
Landscaping and Site
Infrastructure

STRATTON ROAD CAMPUS

2021 - 2022

This is the proposed timeline. It is subject to

change if things don’t go exactly to plan.  

This timeline will be regularly updated. 

Any major changes will be communicated 

in future updates.



Opening Day - New Campus
Year 9 -12 Students on Dickson St
site (current Grade 5/6 primary
students in Year 9 and 10)

DICKSON STREET CAMPUS

 
 

2023

Demolition of staff room and old
Canteen
Relocation of Food Tech
Refurbishment of Art in Chanel
Demolition of Delany
Construction of sports field & ball
court
New Canteen facility

DICKSON STREET CAMPUS

2024 AND BEYOND

Opening Day of New Campus
Year 7 and 8 Students on site
(2019 Grade 3/4 primary students)

STRATTON ROAD CAMPUS:

 

2023

Stage 2 (TBC)
Construction of another
learning community, specialist
facilities - art, science,
technology.

Year 9 students on site (TBC)

STRATTON ROAD CAMPUS

2024 AND BEYOND



FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS

A key criteria in selecting the site
centred around the ability to
maintaining flexibility for curriculum
delivery. Quick and easy access
between both sites certainly
increases the options available for
our students - especially students
who wish to accelerate into higher
year level subjects. We will also
need movement between sites in
the early days as students in the
lower levels access specialist spaces
like Wood and Metal on the Dickson
St Campus.

Would there be movement
between the two sites?

It is envisaged that we will run a
community consultation process
and/or competition to officially
name each site, all of course while
keeping in mind our Kildare and
Brigidine traditions.

Will each campus have a new
name?

In 2018, a steering committee was established
to investigate the future provision of Catholic
Education in the Echuca Moama district.
Extensive research and investigations
culminated in a clear conclusion that given
our current enrolment numbers, student
demand and the projected population growth
in the Echuca Moama district that our current
site, already under pressure, would not be
able to cater for the needs of our community
into the future. Due to the courage of the
Brigidine Sisters we have been offering quality
Catholic education in this region for the past
133 years and it is important that we position
ourselves to continue the Brigidine tradition
for another 133 years!

Why has this decision been made?

This site at 66 Stratton Road has many
important features, 80 Acres of open land to
future proof our school, clear and quick travel to
and from Dickson St Campus, Moama and
Echuca main township, corner frontage to a
major road and well serviced bike paths. It
allows space to stop wondering and start
dreaming!

Why has this site been chosen?



 

Absolutely! We will continue to operate as St.
Joseph’s College Echuca, with our identity the
same across both campuses. One school with
the same values, the same vision and the same
identity statement.  We will remain one Catholic
learning community in the Brigidine tradition.

Will St. Josephs’ still be one school?

Yes. Extensive traffic movement
studies have been completed as
part of the town planning
application. We are committed to
doing this as effectively as possible
so that buses, cars and pedestrians
can co-exist in the one area
seamlessly. This will include
separate areas for bus drops off,
parent drop offs and visitor car
parking.

Has the movement of traffic been
considered?

Unfortunately this will not be the case! Our
Architects, Clarke Hopkins Clarke, will develop a
staged approach. The building works needed to
be staged to take into account financial
constraints and government grant applications.
This is a long term project with four different
stages. In 2023 Stage 1 will hopefully be
completed with a learning space for Year 7 and 8
students, library, administration, staff space, oval
and outdoor courts. This of course would include
all of the infrastructure needed for pedestrian
and vehicle movement, including the car park
and bus drop off areas. Regular updates about
the staging of works will be provided throughout
the project. Refer to the proposed timelines for
more details.

Will the proposed Stratton Road Master Plan
be completely finished by 2023?

A rigorous financial model,
independently audited, will underpin
this project. Funds will come from a
variety of sources including
consolidated revenue, capital grants
and loans.

How will it be funded?

While both sites would be overseen by the
Principal, a Leadership structure would need to
be adapted to suit the purpose, structure and
educational philosophy of each site. Work will
begin on developing a leadership structure that
suits the function and purpose of both sites,
while keeping the needs of our students
paramount from next year. It is proposed that a
new model be in place by 2022. In this way we
can prepare fully and operate as ‘two campus
model’ with a different leadership structure while
we are still on the one site.

Would the Leadership Structure of the school
need to change?



SUSTAINABILITY
Will the new campus be
sustainable?

Sustainability is a crucial
element of our decision making
and is inherent in our school
values and current strategic
plan. The new master plan at
Stratton Road incorporates
many sustainability features
including water catchment and
recycling, carbon capture
planting of trees and a possible
solar farm.



 

We are committed to continuing the journey of
the sisters from Tullow in Ireland to
Echuca/Moama to answer the needs of our
community with courage and to walk with Jesus
 
Many of the design features of the new campus
will celebrate and acknowledge our Catholic
ethos including a chapel, art works, signs and of
course the sacred space of the centre of the
Brigidine Cross Master plan design.

We are St Joseph’s College Echuca, a Kildare
Ministries School in the Brigidine catholic
tradition.

In solidarity we will walk in the footsteps of the
traditional owners of the land, Jesus and our
Brigidine Ancestors to provide the Echuca -
Moama community with the highest possible
vision of learning and excellence. In this
undertaking our school community will become
the stewards of our new ground, modelling
wonder and compassion for God's sacred
creation, and dreaming of responsible
innovations.
 
Who we are will always stay the same; just as
the roots of our Oak tree are deep, so also are
the values embedded within us over 130 years
ago by the Brigidines and over 2000 years ago
by Jesus Christ. Even as we embrace this new
opportunity for an expansion of space,
opportunity and experience - we remain all part
of the one community: St. Joseph’s College.
 
 

CATHOLIC IDENTITY

We are continuing to grow with our local
community by engaging in it, immersing
ourselves in it and responding to it according
to our mission. We will have the space to
welcome everyone to come in and share in
what we offer; to share in the gift of learning
from each other and journeying to find new
ways to walk in hope-filled solidarity for the
common good of all of us.

‘Living Justly, Loving Tenderly
and Walking Humbly with your
God’  MICAH 6:8



FURTHER INFORMATION
 

COLLEGE PRAYER

Please feel free to visit the website:
www.sje.vic.edu.au/future-planning
 
Or contact our front office at school on:
03 54 822 577.

Further Questions

Our Father, Son and Holy Spirit
 
We gather before you
As St. Joseph’s College.
We are young, vibrant and hopeful
For your love of us, we thank you
For your wisdom, we praise you
We ask you for your guidance
As we journey through each day.
We stand together
As we hope and pray
For all that is good and just
For all that will make
Our world a better place.
In the spirit of St. Brigid
Inspire us to serve you and each other
with respect and dignity.
Encourage us to love learning
And to live with a sense of purpose
Challenge us to uphold the Gospel
Values
With strength and kindliness.
Life is your gift to us
May we choose to live it well
 
In the name of the Father
And of the Son
And of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

http://www.sje.vic.edu.au/future-planning/

